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County rolling out virus vaccines
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Nash County 
health care providers are set to 
receive 1,600 first-round doses 
of coronavirus vaccine this 
week.

The Nash County Health De-
partment will receive and ad-
minister 400 of those doses via 
vaccine clinics in Rocky Mount 
and Nashville, said County 
Manager Zee Lamb.

“The more vaccine all the 
providers listed can administer, 
the more future allocations we 
will all receive from the state,” 
Lamb said.

The county still has a wait 
list with its older-than-65 popu-

lation and has a pressing need 
to vaccinate school personnel 
in the coming weeks, so the 
anticipated vaccine availability 
at three Walgreens pharmacies 
in Nash County should help 
the supply, Lamb said.

“The Walgreens vaccine is 
additional vaccine and is the 
result of a direct contract be-
tween the federal government 
and Walgreens,” Lamb said. 
“Nash County government is 
committed to continuing to 
work with our state and local 
partners to provide vaccina-
tions as soon as possible.”

County officials were track-
ing dose counts last with an 
expected 1,200 shots. The dos-
es were sent to the following 
agencies and organizations:

• The Nash County Health 
Department received 500 
doses.

• Nash UNC Health Care re-
ceived 400 doses.

• Bailey Pharmacy received 
100 doses.

• Harvest Family Health 
Center received 100 doses.

• The Opportunities Industri-
alization Center’s OIC Family 
Medical Center at CHP re-
ceived 100 doses.

Nash County has seen a total 
of 9,022 coronavirus cases and 
166 deaths. A dozen people 
remain hospitalized Nash 
UNC Health Care as of Friday, 
according to information pro-
vided by Jerome Garner, public 

The Nash County Health Department will administer 400 first-dose 
coronavirus vaccines during upcoming clinics in Nashville and Rocky 
Mount, according to County Manager Zee Lamb. Drew C. Wilson | 
Restoration NewsMedia 

Prison reports 2 virus deaths

Inmates play basketball at Nash Correctional Institution in April, weeks after such recreational activities were to be suspended to fight the 
spread of COVID-19. Lindell J. Kay | Enterprise file photo

15% of Nash Correctional 
inmates have active cases  

By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com | 252-265-8117

MOMEYER — Two inmates at Nash 
Correctional Institution died last week 
after testing positive for the novel corona-
virus. 

Both male inmates had existing health 
problems and died in a hospital. The first 
to die, a man in his early 70s, tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 on Feb. 8 and was hos-

pitalized the next day. He died Feb. 15.
The second inmate to die last week, 

man in his early 60s, tested positive Jan. 
22, said John Bull, spokesman for the 
N.C. Department of Public Safety.

“He was hospitalized on Jan. 31,” Bull 
said. “His condition worsened, and he 
died on Feb. 17.”

The Nash prison has 92 active CO-
VID-19 cases, which represents 15% of 
the prison population. More than 600 
inmates have been tested, yielding 488 
positive results and 174 negative results. 
More than 300 inmates are presumed to 
have recovered from the virus, according 
to information provided by the state last 

week.
“We are continuing our extensive ef-

forts to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 
in our prisons. The health and safety of 
the staff and the offender population is 
our top priority,” Commissioner of Pris-
ons Todd Ishee said in a Thursday news 
release.    

Bull said inmates whose deaths are 
linked to COVID-19 won’t be identified 
due to prison record confidentiality and 
family privacy issues. 

The N.C. Division of Adult Corrections 
leadership has taken more than four dozen 

DA’s office to seek expungement for teen convictions
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117

NASHVILLE — Prosecutors 
will soon seek expungement 
of certain misdemeanor and 
nonviolent felony convictions 
for offenders who were 16 or 
17 at the time of their crimes.

The initiative can provide a 
fresh start for people convict-
ed in the adult court system 
as teenagers, said District 
Attorney Robert A. Evans, 
chief prosecutor for the 8th 

Prosecutorial District that in-
cludes Nash, Edgecombe and 
Wilson counties.

“Our office is simply en-
forcing a policy decision, 
enacted overwhelmingly in 
a bipartisan law passed by 
the North Carolina General 
Assembly,” Evans said. “Giv-
ing a second chance to the 
young people affected is the 
right thing to do if we truly 
believe that there are some 
youthful indiscretions that 
should not ruin one’s entire 
life. It is also the smart thing 

to do for com-
munities in that 
removes barri-
ers to making 
these young folk 
employable, tax-
paying citizens.” 
An expunge-
ment is a court-

ordered process in which the 
legal record of an arrest or a 
criminal conviction is sealed 
or erased in the eyes of the 
law, according to Black’s 
Law Dictionary, the most 
widely used source of its 

kind in the United States.
The expungements will 

be sought under Section 1 
of the Second Chance Act, 
which was enacted on June 
25. Section 1 enables dis-
trict attorneys to petition 
the court for expungement 
due to Raise the Age legisla-
tion that went into effect on 
Dec. 1, 2019, according to a 
press release issued by Ev-
ans’ administrative assistant 
Heather Nicol.

“If these offenses were 
committed today, they would 

be treated as confidential ju-
venile offenses,” Nicol said.

The N.C. Administrative Of-
fice of the Courts has already 
identified all individuals who 
are eligible for expungement 
under the new law. 

“The district attorney’s 
office will be proceeding in 
due course with the expunge-
ments. Individuals receiving 
one of these expungements 
will be notified by letter in 
the postal mail,” Nicol said.

The expungement process 
will begin in March.  

Evans

See PRISON, Page 2A

See VACCINES, Page 2A

Missing 
woman 
sought
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com  
| 252-265-8117 

MIDDLESEX — 
The Nash County 
Sheriff’s Office 
is looking for a 
missing woman 
who may have de-
mentia. 

Brittney Lynn 
Dudley, 20, of 

Buck Deans Road north of 
Middlesex, has been missing 
since the day before Valen-
tine’s Day, Chief Deputy Bran-
don Medina said in a Thursday 
night press release.

Dudley was last seen at 5:40 
a.m. Feb. 13 wearing a red 
hoodie and red plaid pants. 

Authorities believe Dudley 
might be traveling in a navy 
blue Chevrolet Trailblazer SUV. 
Deputies say she may be with 
a friend, 24-year-old Shanicia 
Gardner, who’s been reported 
missing from Bertie County.

“Brittney Lynn Dudley is be-
lieved to be suffering from de-
mentia or Alzheimer’s disease, 
or a disability that requires 
(her) to be protected from po-
tential abuse or other physical 
harm, neglect or exploitation,” 
Medina said.

Dudley is described as 

Dudley

See MISSING, Page 2A



By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 
| 252-265-8117

A local volunteer fire-
fighter says he survived a 
car-destroying crash be-
cause he wore his seat belt. 

“The seat belt is my 
personal hero; it saved 
my life,” southern Nash 
County resident Adam 
Massey wrote in a brief-
ing to the North Carolina 
Governor’s Highway 
Safety Program.

Massey wrote that he 
was driving his Dodge 
Charger to a fire call on 
Sept. 21 when a pickup 
truck crossed a double-
yellow line and tried to 
pass him near the inter-
section of Rocky Cross 
and Burgess roads north 

of Middlesex in rural 
Nash County. 

“I never made the fire 
call. The pickup struck 
my driver side, the door 
smashed in on me, the air 
bags deployed and my car 
did a 360 spin,” Massey 
wrote. “Amazingly, I 
escaped with minimal 
injuries, and I know it was 
simply because of a two-
second decision. I was lit-
erally ‘Saved by the Belt.’” 

First responders see 
the injuries resulting 
from drivers’ failure to 
wear seat belts on a fre-
quent basis. 

“Firefighters around 
the state are often first 
on the scene of a crash 
where an adult or child 
was tossed about a ve-
hicle, and even out of 

it, because they weren’t 
wearing their seat belt 
or properly restrained,” 
said North Carolina As-
sociation of Fire Chiefs 
director Chief Wesley 
Hutchins. “We can re-
spond to an emergency 
call wherever you live 
across all 100 counties; 
but we can’t protect you 
when the crash happens 
— only a seat belt can do 
that. All riders must to do 
is wear it.” 

The Governor’s High-
way Safety Program 
gathers stories like 
Massey’s “Saved by the 
Belt” broadside collision 
to help raise awareness of 
actions that can prevent 
nearly half of traffic fa-
talities, program spokes-
woman Miracle King said 

in a news release. 
For sharing his story, 

the NCGHSP’s direc-
tor presented Massey a 
“Saved by the Belt” cer-
tificate. 

“Wearing a seat belt is 
the single most effective 
thing you can do to protect 
yourself in a vehicle, re-
ducing your odds of dying 
if you get in a crash by al-
most 50%,” said NCGHSP 
Director Mark Ezzell.

Organizers invite 
people whose seat belt 
use helped them escape 
serious injury or death 
to share their stories on 
Facebook or Instagram 
with a picture and tag @
NCGHSP for recognition 
or visit www.ncghsp.org 
and look for “Click It or 
Ticket.”       
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actions throughout the 
entire prison system to 
prevent the virus’ spread, 
Bull said.

Actions include a 
program to encourage 
COVID-19 vaccination 

by offering incentives to 
eligible inmates. 

“The one-time incen-
tives include five days 
of sentence credits, four 
additional visits with 
clergy or regular visi-
tors, one phone call and 
an earlier return to job 

or program,” according 
to the Department of 
Public Safety website. 

Visit the short-
ened link https://bit.
ly/2LYXpIM to review 
the state prison system’s 
full list of COVID-19 
mitigation efforts.   

continued from page 1A

Prison: 92 active COVID-19 cases

health education special-
ist and public informa-
tion officer for the Nash 
County Health Depart-
ment.

Tar River Transit is of-
fering free vaccination 
appointment service, 
according to informa-
tion provided by Jessie 
Nunery, the city’s media 
relations specialist.

“The city of Rocky 
Mount continues to 
prioritize the safety and 
well-being of its citi-

zens,” Nunery said. “To 
assist with COVID-19 
vaccination opportuni-
ties, the city’s Tar River 
Transit service is offer-
ing free rides to those 
with scheduled appoint-
ments to drive-up sites.”

Transportation to vac-
cination sites in Nash 
and Edgecombe coun-
ties is available from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays 
through Saturdays. The 
free rides will be avail-
able until at least June 
30.

Residents interested 

in transportation to 
and from vaccination 
sites can call Tar River 
Transit at 252-972-1174, 
252-972-1514, 252-972-
1515, 252-972-1516 or 
252-972-1517.

All appointments must 
be scheduled the day be-
fore a ride. 

Health care facilities 
may also call and sched-
ule transportation on be-
half of their patients. 

Visit www.tarrriver-
transit.org for more in-
formation about general 
routes and services.   

continued from page 1A

Vaccines: 9,022 Nash County cases

mixed race, white and 
Black. She’s 5 feet, 6 
inches tall and weighs 
around 200 pounds. 
She has freckles on her 
cheeks under both eyes, 
which are hazel. She has 
dark brown, shoulder-
length hair.

The N.C. Center for 
Missing Persons issued 
a Silver Alert for Dudley 
on Friday. A missing 
person report was pre-
viously filed with the 
sheriff ’s office. 

Dudley’s Buck Deans 

Road address listed on 
the sheriff ’s office news 
release matches the 
Free Will Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home’s address. 
It’s unclear whether she 
is a resident there.

Gardner, the woman 
who may be travel-
ing with Dudley, was 
the subject of a Silver 
Alert issued on Feb. 17. 
Gardner is described as 
a Black woman who’s 5 
feet, 7 inches tall with 
short black hair and 
brown eyes and weighs 
about 174 pounds. 

Silver Alerts involve 

missing people of any 
age who are believed to 
be suffering from de-
mentia or another cog-
nitive impairment. Sub-
jects of the statewide 
emergency bulletins are 
considered missing and 
endangered.

Anyone with infor-
mation on Dudley’s 
whereabouts is asked 
to call Sgt. D. Dupree 
at 252-557-6492, the 
Nash County Sheriff ’s 
Office at 252-459- 4121 
or Twin County Crime 
Stoppers at 252-977-
1111.    

Missing: Woman last seen Feb. 13
continued from page 1A

Deputies: Man shot hammer-wielding home intruder
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 
| 252-265-8117

BAILEY — Sheriff’s 
deputies say a resident 
shot a Wilson County 
man accused of breaking 
into his home and at-
tacking a woman with a 
hammer. 

Jose Luiz Arizpe, 34, of 
5512 N.C. 42 E. outside 
Elm City, is charged with 
first-degree burglary and 
assault with a deadly 
weapon inflicting serious 
injury.

Arizpe 
allegedly 
broken into 
a home at 
7996 Old 
Middlesex 
Road around 
11 p.m. on 
Feb. 15. A 

man and woman were 
inside the home, Chief 
Deputy Brandon Medina 
of the Nash County Sher-
iff’s Office said in a news 
release. 

“Arizpe is reported to 
have assaulted the female 
occupant of the residence 

with a construction ham-
mer,” Medina said.

A man inside the home, 
a North Carolina con-
cealed carry permit hold-
er, fired several gunshots 
at Arizpe. 

“There were no chil-
dren inside of the resi-
dence at the time,” Me-
dina said.

Officers with the Bailey 
Police Department se-
cured the scene until dep-
uties and Nash County 
Emergency Medical Ser-
vices personnel arrived, 
Medina said.

Arizpe received emer-
gency first aid and was 
taken to WakeMed 
Health for medical 
treatment. He was in 
surgery and was in 
stable condition the day 
after the shooting, Me-
dina said.

Detectives are investi-
gating the home invasion, 
assault and shooting. 
Anyone with information 
is asked to call the Nash 
County Sheriff’s Office 
at 252-459- 4121 or Twin 
County Crime Stoppers 
at 252-977-1111.   

Arizpe

Firefighter: Seat belt saved my life

Volunteer firefighter Adam Massey is shown with his 
N.C. Governor’s Highway Safety Program “Saved by the 
Belt” certificate beside a picture of his damaged Dodge 
Charger following a Sept. 21 crash outside Middlesex. 
Contributed photos 
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THOUGHT FOR TODAY

Another said, “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am 
going to try them out; please accept my regrets. (Luke 
14:19)

PRAYER: Dear Father, forgive us for making excuses. Amen.

Still searching for that chamber pot 
With all 

the water 
that’s fallen 
this year, I’m 
beginning 
to wonder 
if there is a 
large boat on 
a desert range 
someplace 

with a little old man loading 
up the animals two by two 
and I didn’t get the word. 

My yard is so soft that I 
can’t walk across it without 
sinking down with each foot-
step. But then, when I hear 
the news stories about Texas, 
I simply say a prayer for 
those folks and give thanks 
that all I have to worry about 
is soft ground.

As I have said previously 
and freely admit, I love Good-
will stores. No, let me clarify 
that, I love any good junk 
store and will stop on a dime 
when I see one. My children 
and grandchildren all know 
I have a special Goodwill 
Community Foundation GPS 
locator on my car. It’s tuned 
to pick up the nearest store 
within a five-mile radius of 
my location. 

I take my phone into the 
store with me and will Google 
the value of anything that 
looks the least bit vintage 

(fancy word for “old”) and 
have found some very valu-
able items and some not-so-
very-valuable items that just 
simply appealed to me.  And, 
again, I am not a hoarder but 
a collector of “things.” 

Let’s just say that if GCF 
ever needs a non-actor 
spokesperson, I’d probably 
fit the bill. I am, however, still 
looking for a chamber pot 
(fancy word for slop jar, and 
I just embarrassed my entire 
family) in case the rain keeps 
falling and the septic tank 
can’t handle all the water. 

Allen Barbee Jr. was in 
the office last week and 
was wondering what folks 
did with regard to that very 
thing about 100 years ago. 
Obviously, he did not grow 
up in the country. I did find 
an answer though when I 
(you got it) Googled that 
question. The answer states: 
“Although civilizations have 
tried improving sanitation 
over the last 3,000 years, 
it was not until the ear-
ly 1860s when the first ‘sep-
tic tank’ was invented and 
put to use using concrete 
and clay pipe. However, it 
was not until the 1940s when 
somewhat of a standard was 
used in the populated areas.” 

And there you have it. The 

burning question that’s been 
on your mind for some time 
has now been answered. I’m 
still looking for that chamber 
pot.

The Spring Hope High 
School class of 1962 is 
mourning the death of an-
other classmate last week. 
Jimmie McKinley Green was 
one of “Dr.” Rex  Stevens’s 
boys. He was voted “Friendli-
est Boy” by our senior class 
and was homecoming king 
that year. 

Jimmie served in Vietnam 
as a radioman. During his 
tour of duty there, his father 
died and Jimmie was allowed 
to come home for the funeral. 
While he was at home, his 
unit was hit by combat fire 
and many of his comrades in 
arms were killed. He always 
felt that the Lord took his dad 
at that time so that he might 
live. 

He married classmate Bar-
bara Ann Miller, who is also 
deceased, a few months after 
our high school graduation. 
They were truly the sweet-
hearts of our class.   

Jan Mills is The Enterprise’s 
customer service representa-
tive. Reach her at 252-478-
3651 and jmills.enterprise@
wilsontimes.com.  
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Compromise on 
stimulus, wage hike

One of the casualties of the partisan war-
fare in Congress over the past 30 years or 
so is that good ideas, whether from Repub-
licans or Democrats, too often get ignored. 
The COVID-19 relief bill now moving 
through Congress could benefit from at 
least a little bipartisanship on some key 
areas.

Political perceptions, as well as eco-
nomic and pandemic realities, inevitably 
dominate negotiations in both the House 

and Senate, creating some things that are simply not ne-
gotiable. One is the targeted size of the bill — $1.9 trillion 
— which President Biden and most Democrats have been 
pushing as a need to “go big” in protecting Americans and 
the economy from COVID-19’s impact.  

Democrats have rejected Republican attempts to chop 
the proposed legislation to less than half the cost, with 
good reasons. The political reason is simple: the Demo-
crats are keeping their campaign promises. Ironically, 
President Donald Trump cemented the higher figure in the 
public mind in the late stages of December’s COVID-19 
legislation with his demand for $2,000 stimulus checks, to 
the consternation of his own party and to Democrats’ de-
light. But now, Democrats want to keep their word.

The economics are more serious. With the pandemic 
still raging and evolving, and while the vaccines are being 
administered with a long way to go, American families and 
businesses are still in dire straits. Schools are struggling 
to open. Unemployment is unacceptably high. State and 
local governments in many places are facing plummeting 
revenues and soaring expenses. Millions of households, 
unemployed and underemployed, can’t pay their bills. 

The various components of the COVID-19 relief bill are 
needed to give Americans a helping hand now, when they 
most need it. If the bill doesn’t “go big,” it won’t get the job 
done. Later will be too late. 

But, in my opinion, here is where some true give and 
take, not winner-take-all, might be useful. GOP knee-jerk 
opposition to “socialist Democrats” is simply political ob-
structionism, especially in the seditionist House, but some 
Republican voices in the Senate, such as Sen. Pat Toomey, 
have raised what I think are good points worth consider-
ing, and worth some compromises.

One is on the stimulus checks, which Biden has set at 
$1,400 to add to the $600 checks approved in December, 
adding up to $2,000 as promised. That’s already a compro-
mise since progressive Democrats want bigger checks and 
Republicans, little or none. But what Toomey eloquently 
argued, as have many others, including Democrats, is that 
not every American needs the money. 

Sure, we might want it (who doesn’t?), but families that 
haven’t lost their incomes or remained financially well-off 
really don’t need the help, while lower-income families are 
truly hurting.

So, while the two checks’ $2,000 total might be politically 
necessary, why not sharply limit the eligibility of those 
who get the new checks to households making much less 
than the current $75,000 individual ($150,000 per couple) 
cap proposed, perhaps half that? Then, using the money 
saved, boost benefits even further for those who have no 
income or more needs. This way, more people will get 
more substantial help for the same cost.

Another point Toomey made that resonated with me is 
that the country is proposing to spend another $1.9 trillion 
on top of the $900 billion stimulus bill in December and 
the original bipartisan $2 trillion legislation last March 
without waiting for the previously approved funds to be 
spent. 

Fair enough; it doesn’t seem responsible to throw money 
into the economy faster than it can absorb. So, then, why 
can’t the new stimulus bill be crafted to authorize any ad-
ditional spending on previously approved expenditures 
only after earlier funds are expended? 

Truly new spending not previously approved can move 
forward, but letting the money flow to where it is needed 
only as it is needed will spread the deficit out more cleanly 
and responsibly, and maybe even find savings if new mon-
ey ends up unnecessary. What’s wrong with that?

Yet another point of compromise could be the Demo-
cratic push for a $15 minimum wage, whose increase of 
any size always makes conservatives clutch their hearts 
and wallets. The current $7.25 per hour, passed in 2009, 
is clearly inadequate for any adult and certainly any fam-
ily. That translates to $15,080 per year based on a 40-hour 
week, much less than the current federal poverty level of 
$26,200 for a family of four, a threshold that requires a 
wage of $12.59 per hour. 

Progressive Democrats like Sen. Bernie Sanders want 
to increase the minimum wage to $15 gradually over four 
years, which the Congressional Budget Office estimates 
would reduce the number of people in poverty by 900,000 
and increase the pay of 27 million workers, but could cut 
employment by 1.4 million and add to the federal deficit. 
Biden agrees.

Republicans and many Democrats rightly worry that the 
relatively rapid increase, even in stages, would be a crush-
ing burden on businesses already struggling in a pandem-
ic. So, again, compromise. Extend an increase over more 
years, perhaps eight, which will accomplish the same goal 
with less financial pain. Everyone wins. 

All these issues can be negotiated if politicians truly 
want to help their people, not just score political points. 
Compromise is not a dirty word; it’s the only path forward 
that makes sense. Think about it.

Ken Ripley, a Spring Hope resident, is The Enterprise’s edi-
tor and publisher emeritus.  

KEN 
RIPLEY

Add press freedom to the syllabus
Piedmont 

Commu-
nity Charter 
School in 
Gastonia used 
black markers 
to censor se-
nior quotes in 
its yearbook, 
and Richmond 
Early College 

High School in Hamlet con-
fiscated some yearbooks and 
refused to distribute the rest, 
citing senior quote controver-
sies.

These examples aren’t the 
exception; they’re the rule. 
High schoolers join student 
publications to learn reporting, 
editing and publishing funda-
mentals, and administrators 
deliver heavy-handed lessons 
in censorship and abuse of 
authority.

Schools run roughshod over 
student scribes simply be-
cause they can. In the poorly 
reasoned 1988 Hazelwood 
v. Kuhlmeier decision, the 
Supreme Court ruled 5-3 that 
student-edited high school 
media is subject to admin-
istrative control. Students 
enjoy less expressive freedom 
in their school newspapers, 
yearbooks and broadcasts 
than they do in the hallways, 
where the landmark 1969 
Tinker v. Des Moines ruling 
protects political speech and 
activism.

Changing the status quo 
doesn’t require a high-stakes 
court battle. Fourteen states 
have enacted New Voices 
legislation to shield student 
journalists from censorship, 

and seven more — New York, 
New Jersey, Texas, Missouri, 
Nebraska, Kentucky and Ha-
waii — are considering bills 
this year.

The most common causes 
of high school censorship are 
viewpoint-based discrimina-
tion (the principal doesn’t 
like your politics) and image 
control (the story makes the 
school look bad). 

Those aren’t valid reasons 
to interfere with students’ 
coursework. While some high 
school publications are extra-
curricular activities, most are 
produced in journalism and 
communications classes. And 
when principals swoop in to 
play censor, they undermine 
professional educators and 
throw out the approved cur-
riculum to impose their own 
hasty, half-baked judgment 
calls.

The Journalism Education 
Association, a national organi-
zation for teachers and advis-
ers, has endorsed New Voices 
laws, along with the National 
Scholastic Press Association 
and Associated Collegiate 
Press. That’s because the bills 
curb administrators’ worst 
impulses, but they also require 
students to report and publish 
responsibly.

“New Voices legislation is 
not a blank check for libel, for 
student journalists to hurt oth-
er students, for unrestrained 
freedom to do harm,” a joint 
statement from the NSPA 
and ACP reads. “It supports 
trained journalism educators 
and administrators who teach, 
train and challenge students to 

be both engaged and respon-
sible. It protects student jour-
nalists to explore the issues of 
the day, to examine and report 
on controversies, to seek solu-
tions, to help fellow students 
navigate the challenges of 
their school, their city, their 
state, their country and their 
world.”

Whatever their motives, op-
ponents can’t credibly claim 
that letting principals and su-
perintendents suppress unflat-
tering stories serves any legiti-
mate educational purpose.

As steep declines in adver-
tising revenue hobble the 
U.S. newspaper industry and 
take grizzled watchdogs off 
the beat, student journalists 
are filling the gap to prevent 
communities from becoming 
news deserts. They’re comb-
ing through public records, 
scoring scoops and holding 
local governments account-
able.

Friday marks Student Press 
Freedom Day, a nationwide 
campaign to raise awareness 
of student media and high-
light the challenges it faces. 
Organizers encourage people 
to discuss their experiences 
and share the best examples of 
high school and college jour-
nalism on social media with 
the hashtag #StudentPress-
Freedom.

It’s also a golden opportunity 
to call and write your local 
legislators. Student journalism 
in the public interest deserves 
protection, but in every state 
without a New Voices law on 
the books, it’s more likely to 
be squelched than celebrated.

COREY 
FRIEDMAN



Teresa Cale Griffith Watkins
Teresa Cale Griffith Watkins passed away at 

age 56 on Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2021, at Lower Cape 
Fear Hospice and Living Center after her battle 
with primary esophageal carcinoma, a rare and 
unrelenting form of cancer.

Born in Ahoskie, Teresa was a lifelong resident 
of the state. She was a 1982 graduate of South-
ern Nash Senior High School. She graduated 
from Nash Community College’s real estate 
salesperson program and held her sales and 
broker’s licenses for many years. Teresa later 
graduated from Cape Fear Community College’s 
occupational therapy assistant program where 
she maintained a 4.0 grade point average, was a 
member of Phi Theta Kappa and served as vice 
president of the Student Occupational Therapy 
Association club. Specializing in geriatrics, she 
practiced as a certified occupational assistant 
for almost 20 years and took great pride in her 
work. Teresa was baptized as a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints on 
Jan. 18, 2020.

Teresa was preceded in death by her brother, 
Ryan Travis Cale; sister-in-law, Lois Cale; son-
in-law, Derrick Scott Benton; and her mother-in-
law, Ruby Mae Davis Watkins. 

She is survived by her husband, Melvin Lee 
Watkins Jr. of Castle Hayne; her father and step-
mother, Merle and Carolyn Cale of Spring Hope, 
and her mother, Patricia Sellers of Rocky Mount. 
She also leaves her daughter and son-in-law, 
Anna Griffith and Ian Jerome Munna; her son, 
Ryan Lee Watkins; stepdaughters, Amanda Kate 
Watkins and Sara Watkins Benton; granddaugh-
ter, Elizabeth Kate Benton; and her brother and 
sister-in-law, William Allen and Peggy Ticconi 
Cale. 

THE ENTERPRISE  publishes brief death notices at 
no charge. Full obituaries are published on a paid 
basis. The obituary deadline is 5 p.m. Sunday for 
each Wednesday’s edition. Contact Lori Parrish at 
252-265-7850 with questions. 
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Nash student wins community 
college system design contest
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Nash Community Col-
lege advertising and 
graphic design student 
Josh Ludlow won a de-
sign contest to produce 
cover art for the N.C. 
Community College Sys-
tem’s annual conference 
program. 

The design contest was 
open to all students en-
rolled at North Carolina 
community colleges. As 
the winner, Ludlow’s 
art, photo and biogra-
phy are featured in the 
conference program. 
The systemwide virtual 
conference began Feb. 1 
and continues through 
March 12.

“Josh is a creative and 
talented graphic design-
er,” instructor Natasha 
Neal said. “He is a hard-
working and energetic 
person who embraces de-
sign challenges and de-

livers amaz-
ing design 
solutions. 
He is ex-
ceptional at 
communicat-
ing his ideas 
through his 
designs.”

Ludlow, of Rocky 
Mount, is a multimedia 
producer who loves to 
bridge the gap between 
functional layout and 
beautiful design. He has 
maintained a 4.0 cumula-
tive grade point average 
and plans to graduate 
from Nash Community 
College in May. 

“The quality of his 
work and attention to 
detail are superb,” Neal 
said. “His work ethic has 
been exemplary, and he 
is always learning new 
skills and expanding 
his talents outside of 
traditional print-based 
media.”

Ludlow is employed by 
a nonprofit publisher in 
North Carolina. Outside 
the workplace, he de-
signs tabletop games and 
enjoys watching old epi-
sodes of “The Office.” He 
appreciates any opportu-
nity to make people laugh, 
especially his wife Lia.

“I am thankful to have 
had the opportunity to 
participate in the con-
test,” Ludlow said. “My 
goal for the design was 
to direct the focus on 
the youth, who are the 
future, in a fun and sim-
plistic way. I am honored 
to have been chosen as 
the finalist and hope 
to encourage others to 
continue to pursue their 
goals and work hard.”

NCC’s advertising 
and graphic design cur-
riculum is designed to 
prepare students for em-
ployment in the graphic 
design profession with 

emphasis on design, ad-
vertising, illustration and 
digital and multimedia 
preparation of printed 
and electronic promo-
tional materials.

“I have enjoyed my 
time as a student in the 
advertising and graphic 
design program at Nash 
Community College,” 
Ludlow said. I am ex-
tremely grateful for the 
teachers who have gone 
above and beyond to 
teach and encourage not 
only me, but all students. 
We, the students at Nash, 
have a lot to be thankful 
for with such dedicated 
and hardworking staff.”

Advertising and graph-
ic design graduates are 
prepared for work with 
graphic design studios, 
advertising agencies, 
commercial printers and 
in a wide variety of man-
ufacturing, retail, media 
and graphics operations.  

Ludlow

The Enterprise
Discover Your Neighborhood with

252-243-5151

Cast iron skillet a kitchen workhorse
One 

thing I re-
member 
about my 
grand-
mother’s 
kitchen 
is her big 
white 
stove. 
There 

was always a pot of used 
grease and a cast iron 
skillet on the stove. May-
be your grandmother 
kept the same items on 
hers as well.

I really like eggs, but 
I hate how hard it is to 
clean eggs out of my pan. 
I was debating on boiling 
my breakfast eggs since 

cleanup is easier, but I 
don’t really love eggs 
cooked that way. That’s 
when I thought about my 
grandma’s eggs — and 
suddenly, I remembered 
seeing her breakfast-
making skills. 

I recalled that she’d 
cook eggs in her cast 
iron skillet once she 
emptied it of the biscuits 
she’d baked. I could not 
remember seeing her 
ruthlessly scrub the pan 
in between.

Her fluffy, melt-in-your 
mouth biscuits would 
slide out of the skillet, 
and then she’d whip 
up scrambled eggs and 
never break a sweat from 
scrubbing the pan — in 
fact, she didn’t ever 
scrub that pan. Which 
got me questioning: Why 
am I not using a cast iron 
skillet?

In my kitchen, I actual-
ly already had two sizes, 
both bought many, many 
years ago but never 
used. I rubbed them both 
with extra virgin olive oil 
and baked them at 250 
degrees for 30 minutes, 
then turned them upside 
down and dialed up the 
heat to 400 degrees for 
an hour. 

After letting them cool 
in the oven, I now had 
bulletproof pans. OK, 
maybe not bulletproof, 
but they are pretty in-
credible.

My pan surface is like 

an ice-skating rink and 
my eggs slide off like a 
speeding hockey puck. 
I baked a pizza and the 
dough was crispy on 
the outside, warm and 
perfectly baked on the 
inside and nary a crumb 
stuck to the pan! Veg-
etables sauté and never 
stick.

 I even baked an apple 
cobbler that would make 
Martha Stewart cry with 
joy! It was like my cast 
iron pan was shouting, 
“baby, baby, don’t get 
hooked on me!”

Why have I not been 
using this amazing iron 
workhorse?

Well, I’m a nurse and 
I wash my hands with 
soap and water — a 
lot! So, I was a little un-
nerved once I realized 
that I’m never going to 
use soap on my new 
kitchen love. This was 
almost enough to make 
me stow the beauty back 
in the cupboard and go 
back to hard-boiled eggs 
(cue the sad songs and 
frowny face).

Fortunately, I found a 
compromise cleaning 
method that I can live 
with. It’s simple and easy 
and will kill germs. Im-
mediately after cooking, 
all you do is rinse with 
warm water and scrub 
gently with a nylon brush 
and baking soda. The 
baking soda neutralizes 
flavors and odors and 

has antibacterial proper-
ties! The cast iron pan is 
still sitting on my stove.

After cooking for sev-
eral days in a row, I did 
learn a few reasons these 
kitchen beasts may have 
fallen out of home cooks’ 
favor. 1. They are heavy. 
2. They get really, really, 
really hot. Even all the 
way down to the tip of 
the handle hot!

There’s nothing to 
do about it being heavy 
except get stronger. For 
lava-generating heat, I 
have figured out to keep 
a potholder handy and 
to not put bare skin onto 
the handle once I’ve been 
cooking with it. I’d like to 
say I learned that quick-
ly, but I have a few burns 
to prove it took more 
than once to remember.

So, if you have a cast 
iron skillet and are 
craving gooey brown-
ies with a skillet-kissed 
crust, these are perfect. 
If you haven’t got the 
iron goddess but still 
want brownies, then this 
recipe will work with a 
9-by-13 casserole dish. 
Brownies have butter, 
which makes them good 
whether they are skillet-
kissed or not.

DeeAnn Rivera is a Spring 
Hope resident who blogs 
at VictoryGardenGal.
com. Email her at Vic-
toryGardenGal@gmail.
com.

Skillet-Kissed Brownies
EQUIPMENT

12-inch skillet (9-by-13 
casserole dish)

Whisk

Measuring cups/spoons

Mixing bowls

INGREDIENTS

 1 cup butter, melted

2 cups sugar 

1/2 cup cocoa powder 
(can be dark for extra 
rich brownies)

1/2 teaspoon sea salt

3 eggs

1 1/2  teaspoons vanilla 
extract

1/2 cup all-purpose flour

1/2 teaspoon cinnamon

1/2 cup chopped walnuts 
or chopped pecans 
(optional)

INSTRUCTIONS 

Preheat your oven to 350 degrees. Allow your skillet to preheat (this is the 
skillet-kissed part).

Melt your butter. In a large bowl, whisk together sugar, cocoa powder and salt. 
Pour in the butter and stir until just combined (don’t over stir — the bubbles 
will keep them from being fudgy).

Whisk in the eggs and vanilla extract.

Add the flour and cinnamon and nuts if you want them. Fold until just combined.

Pour the batter into your preheated skillet (use a potholder!) and place the skil-
let back into the oven at 350 degrees for 30 minutes. The top should be set, 
but the middle will be soft — don’t worry, the brownies are not supposed to be 
completely cooked yet. Allow them to cool completely (about an hour) before 
cutting. 

The middle will complete its cooking and they will be perfect. Best of all, they 
won’t stick to the pan and you can eat them all! Vanilla ice cream is recom-
mended for accompaniment.

DEEANN 
RIVERA

Good...

...to the last word.
Subscribe to The Enterprise for all the local news.
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
UTILITIES COMMISSION

RALEIGH
DOCKET NO. E-100, SUB 165 

BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION

In the Matter of         ) NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON
2020 Biennial Integrated Resource Plan  ) 2020 BIENNIAL IRP REPORTS AND
Reports and Related 2020 REPS   ) RELATED 2020 REPS COMPLIANCE
Compliance Plans    ) PLANS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the North Carolina Utilities Commission (Commission) 
has scheduled a public hearing in conjunction with the Commission’s review and evalu-
ation of integrated resource planning (IRP) in North Carolina. The purpose of the review 
and evaluation is to ensure that each regulated electric utility operating in North Carolina 
is developing reliable projections of the long-range demands for electricity in its service 
area and is developing a combination of reliable resource options for meeting the anticipat-
ed demands in a cost-effective manner. IRP is intended to identify those electric resource 
options which can be obtained at least cost to ratepayers in North Carolina consistent with 
adequate, reliable electric service. IRP considers conservation, efficiency, load management 
and other demand-side program alternatives in the selection of resource options. Commis-
sion Rule R8-60 requires that each of the electric utilities furnish the Commission with a 
biennial report in even-numbered years that contains the specific information set out in that 
Commission Rule. In odd-numbered years, each of the electric utilities must file an update 
report updating its most recently filed biennial report. In addition, regulated electric utilities 
are required to include their plans for meeting customer electric needs via renewable energy 
resources and energy efficiency programs by submitting a Renewable Energy and Energy 
Efficiency Portfolio Standard compliance plan (REPS compliance plan) as part of the IRP 
filing.

During the public hearing to be held in this docket, the Commission will receive testimony 
from nonexpert public witnesses with respect to the most current IRP reports and REPS 
compliance plans filed in 2020 by Duke Energy Progress, LLC; Duke Energy Carolinas, 
LLC; and Virginia Electric and Power Company, d/b/a Dominion Energy North Carolina. 
Public witness testimony will be received in accordance with Commission Rule R1-21(g).

A night hearing for the convenience of public witnesses and solely for the purpose of taking 
nonexpert public witness testimony shall be held by the Commission on Tuesday, March 
16, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. The hearing shall be conducted remotely via Webex. A link to view 
the hearing will be available at www.ncuc.net.
 
Persons desiring to present testimony for the record must register in advance of the hearing, 
no later than 5:00 p.m. Thursday, March 11, 2021 by contacting the Public Staff via email 
at IRPPublicHearing@psncuc.nc.gov or by calling 866-380-9816. Testimony will be limit-
ed to five minutes per individual.

Only individuals registered with the Public Staff by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 11, 
2021, will be allowed to testify at the hearing.

Anyone wishing to review the 2020 IRP reports and REPS compliance plans filed by the 
utilities may do so at the Commission’s website, www.ncuc.net, by selecting the Docket tab 
and entering Docket No. E-100 Sub 165. Upon request, the Chief Clerk will place copies 
of the IRPs, compliance plans and any other documents filed in this proceeding in central-
ly-located public libraries where they may be copied without prohibition. Such a request 
may be made by writing to the Chief Clerk, North Carolina Utilities Commission, 4325 
Mail Service Center, Raleigh, North Carolina 27699-4300, and providing the name and 
address of the library to which the information is to be mailed.

Persons desiring to send written statements to inform the Commission of their positions in 
the matter shall address their statements to Chief Clerk, North Carolina Utilities Commis-
sion, 4325 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-4300

The Public Staff is authorized by statute to represent consumers in proceedings before the 
Commission. Written statements to the Public Staff should include any information that 
the writers wish to be considered by the Public Staff in its investigation of the matter. Such 
statements should be addressed to Mr. Christopher J. Ayers, Executive Director, Public 
Staff – North Carolina Utilities Commission, 4326 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 
27699-4300

The Attorney General is also authorized by statute to represent the using and consuming 
public in proceedings before the Commission. Statements to the Attorney General should 
be addressed to The Honorable Josh Stein, Attorney General, 9001 Mail Service Center, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, 27699-9001. Written statements may be emailed to 
utilityAGO@ncdoj.gov.

 ISSUED BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION.
 This the 2nd day of February, 2021.

NORTH CAROLINA UTILITIES COMMISSION
Kimberley A. Campbell, Chief Clerk
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Romance scams targeted Nash County residents   
By Lindell J. Kay
lkay@springhopeenterprise.com 
| 252-265-8117

Valentine’s Day may be over, 
but officials are still warning 
lovelorn eastern North Caro-
linians not to get sucked into 
any romance schemes.

A Georgia man has been ar-
rested and charged with laun-
dering money from romance 
scams that targeted eastern 
North Carolina victims, in-
cluding some Nash County 
residents. 

Oluwadamilare Kolaogun-
bule, also known as “Dare,” 
opened, maintained and 
controlled multiple bank ac-
counts, referred to as drop 
accounts, that were used to 
receive, move and obscure 
criminal proceeds, including 
funds derived from romance 
scams. 

Kolaogunbule is charged 
with conspiracy to commit 
money laundering and faces a 
maximum penalty of 20 years 

in prison if convicted.
“It takes a heartless per-

son to prey on lonely, elderly 
people. Some of these victims 
were essentially robbed of 
their life savings so these con-
spirators could profit. The FBI 
and our law enforcement part-
ners are focused on holding 
offenders accountable who rip 
off our senior citizens,” said 
Robert Wells, special agent in 
charge of the FBI’s Charlotte 
field office. 

Kolaogunbule worked 
with Samuel Ugberaese, also 
known as “Putsammy,” a Nige-
rian national, using romance 
scam techniques, including 
false stories and promises, as a 
means to defraud victims into 
transferring money on their 
behalf, according to the allega-
tions in the indictment.

Authorities say Kolaogun-
bule conspired with Ugber-
aese to conduct financial 
transactions through his 
bank accounts, including ac-
counts registered to purported 

Georgia export companies, in 
order to conceal and disguise 
the nature, location, source, 
ownership and control of the 
criminal proceeds. The indict-
ment seeks a forfeiture money 
judgment in the amount of at 
least $2.3 million related to the 
schemes. 

A romance scam refers to 
a type of scheme in which 
scammers create fake profiles 
on internet dating sites for 
the purpose of identifying 
victims, forming fraudulent 
romantic relationships with 
them then exploiting them 
for profit, according to court 
documents.

Romance scams are among 
the most prolific and despi-
cable crimes of the digital age, 
said Robert Higdon, U.S. attor-
ney for the Eastern District of 
North Carolian.

“Con artists outside of our 
borders stalk internet dating 
websites for the sole purpose 
of taking advantage of indi-
viduals looking for compan-

ionship,” Higdon said. “They 
make false promises of love, 
but the victims — many of 
whom are older Americans 
— find only emotional and 
financial devastation. The 
losses associated with these 
crimes is staggering; ac-
cording to the FBI’s Internet 
Crime Complaint Center, ro-
mance scams produce greater 
reported financial losses 
when compared to other on-
line crimes. In 2019 alone, 
romance scams generated 
reported losses in excess of 
$475 million. In order to move 
these criminal proceeds in 
and out of our financial sys-
tem, the scammers often rely 
on domestic money launder-
ers to help them avoid detec-
tion and maximize their prof-
its. Disrupting these criminal 
networks and vindicating the 
rights of victims to see justice, 
with targeted investigations 
and prosecutions, will be con-
tinue to be a top priority for 
my office.”

A new study expected to 
see an unprecedented rise in 
online romance scams around 
Valentine’s Day, with scam-
mers praying on lonely and 
isolated people during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

North Carolina had 422 ro-
mance scam victims   — 12th 
most in the nation — last year, 
according to information pro-
vided by the FBI.

When the FTC releases the 
final totals for 2020, they are 
likely to increase in correla-
tion with surging dating app 
usage as more Americans 
turn to their smartphones for 
human connection. Bumble 
saw an 84% increase in video 
calls and the Match Group, 
which owns 60% of the market 
including Tinder, saw sub-
scriptions increase by 15%, 
as explained in “Catfishing: 
A Growing Epidemic During 
COVID-19,” a report released 
this week by SocialCatfish.
com, a background verifica-
tion website.

County opens Miracle Park at Coopers 
With a grand opening ceremony set for May 15, Nash County’s Miracle Park at Coopers opened to the public last week. Shown here, 
a  group of children play at the new park on Joyner Road outside Elm City in Nash County’s Coopers community. The park, which has 
been under construction since October 2018, includes two baseball and softball fields, two outdoor basketball courts, two soccer fields, 
a walking trail, a special events lawn and an all-inclusive playground that provides accessible activities for children with special needs.
Contributed photo

It’s a 
wonderful 
world, 
isn’t it? 

The 
rover Per-
severance 
recently 
landed on 
Mars. One 
of its jobs 
is to send 
back pic-
tures. 

Have you checked out 
any of those Martian 
photos taken by past 
landers? If so, then you 
know that Mars is made 
up of rocks, craters, can-
yons and mountains cov-
ered by red iron oxide. 
As I consider that planet, 
I appreciate even more 
the planet we live on.

Each year, I order a 
wall calendar with pic-
tures showing the beauty 
of our planet. This year 
portrays the following: 
for January, a mother 
polar bear and two cubs 
relaxing in the snow; for 
February, Monument Val-
ley in Utah; for March, 
an outdoor wilderness 
with trees in water and 
trees on land; for April, 
bluebirds sitting on the 
tree branch, which blos-
soms with pink flowers; 
for May, a river with 
green plants standing in 
it on one side and a forest 
on the other; for June, 
purple and pink Lupine 
flowers in Vermont; for 
July, a candy-colored 
sunset over the shore of 
Lake Tahoe in Nevada; 
for August, gold, orange 
and purple wildflowers 
in the Albion Basin; for 
September, an autumn 
view of little waterfalls in 
a rushing creek in Colo-
rado; in October, autumn 
foliage on the edge of a 
lake in New Hampshire; 
in November, a sunset 
over the rocks and scrub 
brush of Utah; and in 
December, a wonderland 
of snow on the trees and 
on the tops of the Rocky 
Mountains in Colorado. 

Each year, the pictures 
are different, and they of-
ten don’t even include the 
amazing scenery in other 
parts of the world. 

Isaiah 6:3 tells us, 
“Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord of Hosts: The whole 
world is full of His glory.” 

The psalmist David 
proclaims, “When I con-
sider Your heavens, the 

DONNA 
CROWE

Firebirds defeat Franklinton, but miss playoffs
From staff reports

FRANKLINTON — Four play-
ers finished in double figures 
for the Southern Nash High 
varsity boys basketball team 
Friday night as the Firebirds 
concluded a second-place 
campaign in the 3-A Big East 
Conference with a 74-64 road 
victory at Franklinton.

The result allowed Southern 
Nash to finish with a 7-3 re-
cord, good for sole possession 
of second place in the Big East 
after playing just league games 
this season after Nash County 
Schools did not allow its pro-
grams to play nonconference 
opponents. However, with the 
condensed postseason in the 
North Carolina High School 
Athletic Association due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Fire-
birds were unable to snag one 
of the four available 3-A wild-
card positions into the playoffs 

when the draw was announced 
Sunday afternoon.

Senior Chason Royal, one of 
four Firebirds who played his 
final game, led the way with 20 
points. Freshman Jordan Vick 
added 15 points and sophomore 
Landen Baker had 12. Junior 
T.J. Taybron tossed in 11.  

Darin Bailey, Lelyn Herndon 
and Jatavius Battle also took 
part in their last contests for the 
Firebirds.

Franklinton concluded its 
season 3-9 in all games and 2-8 
in conference play.
SOUTHERN NASH (74)
Pearce 3, Jo. Vick 15, Taybron 11, Herndon 3, 

Royal 20, Ja. Vick 8, Battle 2, Baker 12.

FRANKLINTON (64)
No scorers available.

Gryphons end Firebirds’ 
winning streak

ROCKY MOUNT — It was a 
long shot for the Southern Nash 
High varsity boys basketball 
team, but the Firebirds’ hopes 

of at least a share of the 3-A 
Big East Conference title were 
dashed Feb. 16 with a 68-57 loss 
at Rocky Mount.

The defeat ended the Fire-
birds’ winning streak at five 
games and left them 6-3 over-
all and in Big East play. The 
Gryphons remained unbeaten 
through nine games, all against 
conference teams, as they 
wrapped up the Big East title.

Southern Nash struggled to 
put the ball in the basket from 
the floor as well as the foul line. 
Senior Chason Royal led the 
Firebirds with 18 points while 
freshman Jordan Vick netted 17 
points.

Jamal Townsend had 19 
points and 13 rebounds for the 
Gryphons.
SOUTHERN NASH (57)
Bailey 4, Pearce 4, Jor. Vick 17, Taybron 6, 

Royal 18, Jac. Vick 8.

ROCKY MOUNT (68)
Mayo 3, Townsend 19, Jones 4, Hines-Wil-

liams 12, Tillery 4, Pounds 9, Kearney 2, 

Lynch 15.

Firebirds blitz Hunt 72-51

The Southern Nash High var-
sity boys basketball team finally 
solved the 2-3 zone of visiting 
Hunt in the fourth quarter Feb. 
12, enabling the Firebirds to 
snare sole possession of second 
place in the 3-A Big East Con-
ference with a 72-51 victory.

Southern Nash took a 3-point 
lead in the fourth quarter and 
proceeded to use its guard play 
for a 26-point explosion over 
the final eight minutes.

Freshman Jordan Vick had 18 
points to lead five Firebirds in 
double figures. Following were 
junior Jackson Vick with 13, ju-
nior T.J. Taybron with 12, junior 
Zyshone Pierce with 12 and se-
nior Chason Royal with 10.

No details were available for 
Hunt, which slid to 3-7 overall 

SOUTHERN NASH ROUNDUP

See ROUNDUP, Page 4B See WONDERFUL, Page 4B 
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College plans socially distanced graduation
For The Enterprise 

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Nash Community Col-
lege will hold its 2021 
graduation ceremony 
on Saturday, May 15, 
on the college campus. 
This outdoor, socially 

distanced event will be 
modeled after the Oc-
tober 2020 graduation 
ceremony.

Graduates will meet in 
the Continuing Educa-
tion & Public Services 
Building parking lot at 

8 a.m. to be directed for 
a grand processional 
around the campus.

Each graduate will 
be allowed one vehicle 
and may have as many 
guests as the vehicle can 
accommodate. Once the 

car reaches the outdoor 
ceremony, the graduate 
will exit the car for a 
greeting from the NCC 
president, board chair 
and vice chair.

Graduates should 
wear a mask, graduation 

cap and gown, all avail-
able in the campus store 
beginning in March. 
While outside their cars, 
students are required 
to wear masks and ob-
serve social distancing 
requirements. 

In the event of inclem-
ent weather, the gradu-
ation ceremony will be 
held on Saturday, May 
22. For more details and 
graduation updates, 
visit www.nashcc.edu/
graduation.  
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All Christians are called as messengers of the Gospel
PEACHTREE NEWS

252-243-5151

Discover  
Something New  

EVERYDAY

The Enterprise

Peachtree 
Baptist 
Church 
members 
came out 
for ser-
vice in the 
beautiful 
sunshine 
on Sun-
day. They 

prayed that the CO-
VID-19 vaccinations con-
tinue and the numbers 
of infections continue to 
drop. They prayed for 
all those affected by ex-
treme weather. 

The sanctuary flower 
arrangement Sunday 
was loving presented 
to glorify God by Susan 
and Lawrence Edwards 
in loving memory of 
Karen Edwards and Tom 
Moorefield.

Special music: Jane 
May performed a piano 
solo. Marta Whitehouse 
and Jerry Hobgood sang 
a duet, “In Times Like 
These.” 

Bible verse for the 
month of February: Prov-
erbs: 21:21.

Pastor’s message: “Ste-
phen: Like Father, Like 
Son,” a meditation on 
Acts 7. 

‘GOD OF HOPE’

Jerry’s devotional this 
week is “God of Hope” 
by Billy Graham, from 
“Peace for Each Day.” 

“May the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that 
you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy 
Spirit.” — Romans 15:13. 

“Our God is the God of 
hope. But what is hope?

“Hope is the breath of 
nature that surrounds us 
every day.

“Hope is seen in a sprig 
that shoots up from the 
crevasse of a sun-dried 
rock, proving the water 
of life within.

“Hope is a first ray 
of sunshine that that 
peeks above the horizon 
— without fail — every 
morning with blazing 
truth, telling us we can 
make it through.

“Hope is dispatched 
when the moon rises in 
the dark night, foreshad-
owing that a new day will 
dawn.

“Have you glimpsed the 
glow of hope? Strike a 
match and burn a candle. 
You will discover that 
the whisper of its flame 
brings life to a room, 
making the candle useful. 
Is your flame alive and 
making a difference in 
the world? You see, hope 
pierces the darkness.

“Hope brings comfort 
to our aching souls. It 
perseveres, persuades, 
prevails. And it is God’s 
gift to us.”

‘ENTRUSTED WITH GRACE’ 

My devotional this 
week is “Entrusted with 
Grace,” by Dr. James 
Merritt.

“I do not account my 
life of any value nor as 
precious to myself, if only 
I may finish my course 
and the ministry that I 
received from the Lord 
Jesus, to testify to the 
gospel of the grace of 
God.” — Acts 20:24. 

“As followers of Jesus 
Christ, we have each 
been entrusted with the 
ministry of the Gospel 
of grace. Oftentimes, we 
make distinctions be-
tween those in ‘full-time 

ministry’ and ‘regular 
Christians.’ While there 
is greater accountability 
and responsibility for 
those who God has set 
apart for full-time voca-
tional ministry, this does 
not mean that each and 
every Christian is not a 
messenger of the Gospel. 
We all are.

“What does it mean, 
then, to ‘testify to the 
Gospel of the grace of 
God,’ as the Apostle Paul 
wrote in Acts 20:24? The 
Greek word for ‘testify’ 
in this verse means ‘to 
solemnly affirm, to cause 
it to be believed.’ Ac-
cording to this definition, 
our lives as Christians 
should affirm the Gospel 
of grace…we should give 
others cause to believe 
this great Gospel.

“Do not be con-
fused. We can nev-
er make someone believe 
the Gospel. But our lives 
can either credit or dis-
credit what we say we 
believe to be true. If we 
verbally profess Chris-
tianity, yet live contrary 
to the Word of God, we 
are not testifying to the 
Gospel of grace. Like-
wise, if we ‘live a good 
life,’ yet never verbally 
profess God’s Word, we 
are also not testifying to 
the Gospel of grace. The 
totality of our lives — our 
actions, words and atti-
tudes — should solemnly 
affirm the Gospel.

“The Apostle Paul was 
so swept up by the grace 
of God and his mission 
in Christ that he valued 
His ministry as a testifier 
of grace above all other 
things. No other achieve-
ment or success meant 
more to him than this 
one. How many of us can 
say the same thing?” 

CHURCH BUSINESS 

• Peachtree Baptist’s 
flower calendar signup 
sheets for 2021 are in the 
narthex. Please get one, 
fill out and return.

• Peachtree celebrated 
the Lord’s Supper on 
Sunday. 

COMMUNITY NEWS

• First Baptist Church 
of Spring Hope continues 
to welcome guest pas-
tors for indoor Sunday 
services.

• Momeyer Baptist 
Church is now hav-
ing Sunday school and 
church services. All are 
welcome.

• Janice Sykes spent a 
few days in Kernersville 
with her son Michael and 
his family last week. 

• Lynn and David Grif-
fin and Joan and Ray 
Eason enjoyed a mini 
vacation last week. They 
traveled to Staunton and 
Lexington, Virginia. They 
enjoyed antique shop-
ping and visiting histori-
cal sites. 

• Congratulations to 
Officers Worrell, Blake 
and Wells on receiving 
Order of the Long Leaf 
Pine awards. 

• Congratulations, 
Coopers community, 
on your new “Field of 
Dreams” with Nash 
County opening the new 
Miracle Park at Coopers. 
Congratulations to Har-
old Winstead and the 
Coopers Ruritan Club 
on your dream coming 
true. Thanks for all your 
dedication in getting the 
park open.

IN LOVING MEMORY

The entire Peachtree 
Baptist Church fam-
ily expresses heartfelt, 
deep sympathy to the 
family and friends 
of Russell Ranger of 
Arizona, who passed on 
Saturday after a long 
illness. Russ was the 
father of Tammi Bunn, 
daughter-in-law of Bob 
Bunn and I. 

PRAYERS AND BLESSINGS

• To all those sick 

and in need. Please 
keep them all in your 
prayers.

• Maxine Whitley, 
Barbara Privette, Lin-
wood May, Kathy Farm-
er and Rudy and Gail 
Brantley.

• Billy Bunn, Dorothy 
Nelson, Ginny Bed-
dingfield, Seth and Eric 
Hicks, Bonita Mildon, 
daughter of Ginny and 
Curtis Beddingfield, 
Sarah Page and Timmy 
Clifton and Donnie Pat-
terson.

• Delcie Wakefield and 

Frances Hutchins are in 
skilled nursing facilities. 
Pastor Bill Wakefield is 
recovering at home.

• Ronnie Matthews, 
Audrey Farmer and 
James Tharrington are 
recovering at home. 

• Janie Joyner, Bill 
Nelson. Joyce Brinkley, 
Eula Gupton and Ann 
Gunther are undergoing 
treatment.

• Norman Whitley 
is awaiting surgery on 
March 23.

• Randell Whitley 
needs prayers.

• Birthday blessings 
to Ashley Edwards (Feb. 
14), Jonathan Macquin 
(Feb. 24) and Scotty Ed-
wards and Amy Sykes 
(Feb. 26).

If you have news, 
please call or email 
me. My email address 
is mfpbun@aol.com. My 
phone number is 252-
478-2846. I will need 
your news no later than 
4 p.m. on Sundays. 

Fran Bunn is a member 
of Peachtree Baptist 
Church.

FRAN 
BUNN



From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT 
— The city’s energy 
resources department 
recently received a na-
tional commendation 
from the American Pub-
lic Power Association 
for its support in electric 
power restoration efforts 
throughout last year.

 “You never know 
when severe weather 
will cause widespread 
outages. Our fellow 
public power utilities 
have been there for us 
by providing assistance 
in times of need. We are 
happy to do the same 
for them. That’s why 
mutual aid is one of the 
many benefits of being a 
public power communi-
ty,” said Chris Beschler, 

the city’s director of en-
ergy resources.

• In August, the city 
sent eight lineworkers 
to Belhaven and 14 line-
workers to Washington 
to provide mutual aid 
assistance following 
Hurricane Isaias.

• In October, the city 
sent 13 lineworkers to 
Saint Martinville, Loui-
siana, to provide mutual 
aid following Hurricane 
Delta. Seven linework-
ers also provided aid to 
Danville, Virginia, fol-
lowing Hurricane Zeta.

• In December, the 
city sent eight line-
workers to provide as-
sistance in Sevierville, 
Tennessee, following a 
winter storm.

The city participates 
in the American Public 

Power Association’s 
Mutual Aid Network, 
which coordinates with 

utilities and authori-
ties during widespread 
power outages.  
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NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PRO-
CESS
BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT DIVISION
BEFORE THE CLERK
COUNTY OF NASH 19 E 632

Roofing/Gutter Service

Home Repairs

Landscaping/ 
Excavation

REAL 
ESTATE

Farms For Sale
WORKING GOAT FARM FOR
SALE DAIRY GOATS & FREE

RANGE CHICKENS
CALL (252) 903-0970

Public 
Notices

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF:

EARLENE V. DAUGHTRIDGE

TO:  Michael W. Daughtridge

TAKE NOTICE that a Caveat has 
been filed by Debra D. Hamm in 
the above-captioned matter. The 
nature of the relief being sought 
is as follows: to set aside the 
probate in common form of that 
certain paper writing attached to 
the Caveat purporting to be the 
Last Will and Testament of Earlene 
V. Daughtridge signed on the 8 th 
day of May, 2017. A Citation has 
been issued by the Clerk of Supe-
rior Court of Nash County requiring 
you to appear on the 12th day of 
April, 2021 which is more than 40 
days from the first publication of 
this Notice and upon your failure to 
do so, the Caveator will seek the 
relief prayed for in the Caveat.

This 11 th day of February, 2021.

C. David Williams, Jr.
NARRON & HOLDFORD, P.A.
Attorney for Caveator
PO Drawer 279
Wilson, NC 27894-0279
Telephone: (252) 237-3153
Fax: (252) 243-1733
The Enterprise
February 17, 24, March 3, 2021

Public 
Notices

The Wilson Times
 252.243.5151

Read, Reuse & Recycle

Puppy Puddles

The Wilson Times
 252.243.5151

Read, Reuse & Recycle

Puppy Puddles

The Wilson Times
 252.243.5151

Read, Reuse & Recycle

Puppy Puddles

The Wilson Times
 252.243.5151

Read, Reuse & Recycle

Puppy Puddles

The Enterprise

CLASSIFIEDS

and 2-6 in Big East play with its 
fourth straight loss. The Warriors 
have dropped six of their last seven 
since opening the league schedule 
with a win over Southern Nash.

Lady Warriors down 
Ladybirds to end skid 

A strong defensive effort helped 
the Hunt High varsity girls bas-
ketball team end a four-game skid 
with a 52-32 victory Feb. 12 at 

Southern Nash.
It was the second time this season 

the Lady Warriors halted a losing 
streak by beating the Ladybirds, 
who remained winless through eight 
games — all against Big East foes.

“I just think they hustled and I 
felt like they want to play now and 
they’re competing now,” first-year 
head coach Lorraine Creech said 
of her Hunt team, which has no 
seniors.

Freshman Ti’Asia Taylor led the 
way for the Lady Warriors with 20 
points and seven steals while sopho-

more post Kayla Haley had 15 points 
and five rebounds. Junior Ariyanna 
Carlton had seven points and six re-
bounds and freshman Grace Wolzen 
grabbed eight rebounds.

Sophomore Jermia Walker net-
ted 18 points for Southern Nash 
while senior Brooke Lucas added 
11 points. 

HUNT (52)
Taylor 20, Smith 4, Wolzen 2, Haley 15, Carlton 7, Earp 

4.

SOUTHERN NASH (32)
Whitley 3, Walker 18, Lucas 11.

Score by quarters:

Hunt 11 7 16 18 — 52

Southern Nash 3 6 6 17 — 32

continued from page 1B

Roundup: Unable to make wild card position

work of your fingers, the 
moon and the stars…
what is man that You are 
mindful of him?”

The heavens can be 
seen from Mars, too. 
God made it as well. 
But let’s be even more 
thankful for Earth and 
take care of our won-
derful world.

Are we using 
our talents? 

The Bible talks a lot 
about talents. For ex-
ample, Matthew 25:14-
15 presents what has 
been called the “par-
able of the talents.” In 
this account, a man 
gives one servant five 
talents, another two 
and another one — to 
each according to his 

own ability. Then, the 
man heads off to an-
other country.

When the man re-
turns, he asks each man 
what he has done with 
his talents. Two of the 
men had gained more 
talents. Their boss was 
very pleased and told 
them they would be 
rewarded. But the third 
man had buried his tal-
ent. His boss was angry 
with him, so he took 
away his one talent and 
sent him into eternal 
punishment.

Clarence L. Haynes 
Jr., in an internet ar-
ticle, says the parable 
is not really talking 
about literal money, but 
rather about “steward-
ship, responsibility and 
preparedness.” Jesus 
has returned to heaven, 
and one day, He will re-

turn and ask us to give 
an accounting of what 
we have done in His 
absence. 

Haynes rightly says 
that all of us are called 
to ministry, so we 
shouldn’t expect the 
people who are called 
to pastoral ministry to 
do all the work while 
we just sit back as 
sponges. Instead, we 
need to seek out what 
God calls us to do and 
do it. 

Our ministry might 
be in part our job as 
schoolteachers, head-
ing up a business or 
whatever secular work 
we do to make money. 
It’s not just about 
what we do inside the 
church. We can “shine 
light and share the 
truth of the gospel” in 
some way, whatever 

our work might be.
I’ll add that we can 

also be good and kind 
to people, serving them 
with Christian love and 
patience. That way, 
people can see God’s 
love in us.

God also gives us 
inborn skills and abili-
ties that we can call 
“talents.” They can be 
skills in writing, draw-
ing, speaking and on 
and on. They can be 
used in doing God’s 
work as well.

So, are we using our 
talents? 

Donna Crowe is a min-
ister’s wife. Her devo-
tional column wasn’t 
printed last week due 
to space limitations, 
so that installment 
appears beneath this 
week’s column.

continued from page 1B

Wonderful: People can see God’s love in us

Police: Teen, mother shot
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — 
Police are investigating 
a shooting that wound-
ed a teenager and her 
mother last week.

A 16-year-old girl and 
36-year-old woman were 
shot around 10 p.m. 
Thursday on the 100 
block of Moye Court, 
said Cpl. Ricky Jackson, 
public information offi-
cer for the Rocky Mount 
Police Department.

The girl’s grandmother 
told multiple media out-
lets that the girl answered 
the doorbell and some-
one started shooting at 
her. Bullets struck the girl 
in the arm and leg. A shot 
grazed the girl’s mother, 

a teacher at Rocky Mount 
Preparatory School. 

“Emergency medical 
services transported 
both victims to UNC 
Nash Health Care with 
non-life-threatening 
wounds,” Jackson said 
in a news release. 

Police ask anyone 
with information to call 
the Rocky Mount Police 
Department at 252-972-
1411 or Twin County 
Crime Stoppers at 252-
977-1111.

To send informa-
tion via the Text-A-Tip 
service, text RMPOL 
and your message to 
CRIMES (274637). Po-
lice say text messages 
are anonymous.   

“Emergency 
medical services 
transported 
both victims to 
UNC Nash Health 
Care with non-
life-threatening 
wounds”
CPL. RICKY JACKSON, 
public information officer 
for the Rocky Mount Police 
Department

Woman sentenced in $3.5M tax fraud case
From staff reports

A Rocky Mount woman has 
been sentenced to 4 years and 2 
months in prison for her part in a 
multi-year tax fraud scheme that 
attempted to defraud the federal 
government of more than $3.5 mil-
lion.

Adrienne Williams, owner and 
operator of Ultimate Tax Service, 
prepared false tax returns for cli-
ents from 2009-17, according to 
court documents and statements 
made in open court.

Williams pleaded guilty to the 
charges in October.

Clients’ returns were submitted 
with an array of false items includ-
ing education credits, itemized 
deductions, wages and Schedule C 
businesses, but the primary fraud 
was making it appear the clients 
had already paid taxes when they 

hadn’t, said Don Connelly, public 
information officer for the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in the Eastern 
District of North Carolina.

“This created a dollar-for-
dollar enlarged refund,” Connelly 
said. “In all, the false returns pre-
pared and filed by Williams and 
her employees on behalf of clients 
claimed approximately $4.4 mil-
lion federal income tax withhold-
ings for which the IRS never re-
ceived a corresponding Form 1099 
corroborating the claimed with-
holding. The loss to the United 
States exceeded $3.5 million.”

Williams also filed false returns 
in her own name for tax years 
2011, 2014, 2015 and 2017, simi-
larly claiming she paid additional 
1099 withholding when she had 
not, Connelly said.

The returns claimed fraudulent 
refunds by including, among other 

falsities, bogus federal income tax 
withholdings, according to a joint 
announcement by acting Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General Stuart 
M. Goldberg of the Justice Depart-
ment’s Tax Division and U.S. At-
torney Robert J. Higdon Jr. for the 
Eastern District of North Carolina.

U.S. District Court Judge Ter-
rence W. Boyle ordered Williams 
to serve three years of supervised 
release and pay $4,830,723 in res-
titution to the IRS in addition to 
the active prison sentence. Boyle 
handed down the sentence in a Ra-
leigh federal courtroom. 

Goldberg and Higdon com-
mended IRS Criminal Investiga-
tion special agents who conducted 
the probe, trial attorney Michael 
L. Jones of the Tax Division and 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Susan B. 
Menzer, who are prosecuting the 
ongoing case.    

City schedules annual tree giveaway
From staff reports

ROCKY MOUNT — The city’s 
Tree Advisory Board is set to give 
away free Southern crabapple tree 
seedlings on Monday. 

The distribution, scheduled 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., will be 
held at drive-thru exit of the Busi-
ness Services Center on South 
Franklin Street.

The limit is two trees per per-
son while supplies last, said Amy 
Blanton, the city’s energy resourc-
es communications coordinator.

The Southern crabapple is a small, 
deciduous tree that grows 20-30 feet 
tall and produces small apples about 
1 inch in diameter. The apples can be 
used for jelly, preserves and cider.

Low-growing trees suitable for 
planting near power lines are 
given away each year to beautify 
Rocky Mount and to promote 
proper planting, Blanton said.

“Planting deciduous trees on 
the south and west sides of the 
home can also help save energy,” 
Blanton said. “Deciduous trees 
lose their leaves in the winter, so 

they provide shade in the summer 
and allow sunlight to warm the 
home in the winter.”

Residents are reminded to first 
call 811 at least three business 
days before planting trees so un-
derground utilities can be located. 
Even when digging only a few 
inches, the risk of striking an un-
derground utility line still exists. 

The national call-before-you-dig 
number, 811, is free of charge for 
all excavators.

For more information about the an-
nual tree giveaway, call 252-467-4800.  
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City recognized for electric restoration efforts

Nineteen city of Rocky Mount electric lineworkers who  
participated in mutual aid in North Carolina, Virginia, 
Louisiana and Tennessee in 2020 are pictured. The city 
received a national commendation for electric restoration 
efforts from the American Public Power Association. 
Contributed photo


